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All right, everybody pay attention. This is the snot in which I
am supposed to show off my wit, Fy wit is somewhat off this time,
though, and I fear there won't be much here other than a dry
statement about who and when and how and all like thet. 1If you
care, that is. If you don't care read on anyway. Maybe I'11
think of something funny...like the discussion of comic books at
the Wlorldcon. That fair breaks me un. Ah, well, let's get on
with it. This, dear reader, is DYNATRCI{ number 15 (Applause!).
DYNATRCN is very much like a fanzine and is published every
other month by Roy and Chrystal Tackett at 915 Green Valley Roed
NW, Albuquerque, New liexico. The security veonle can relax ag
we don't have eny agents, foreign or otherwise. Lessee, the
going price on this thing is 15¢ each or eight for one dollar
and that's a bargain considering postal rates. You can also get
copies—-if you want them—-by contributing material or by sending
along your own fanzine in trade. Don't tell me you don't have

a fanzine——everybody publishes fanzines these days. Some few
poor unfortunates receive copies for reasons known but to the
editor. If you're in this category don't asgk me why as I don't
know either. Ahem. The oninions expres<ed herein, including
those in editorial comuentary, do not, necesgarily, reflect those
of the editor. Thigs is, as usual, a larinated Publication.

The cover is by Bjo Trimble, a lovely and talented type fan. Arrigato.
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All complaints about the thinness of this iscue should be referred to the Fostmester
General and the Congress. Actually, 20 pages is a good size fanzine, It's a good
cize because it goes at the lowest rate., And that is how it's a-gonna be,

I hear Jim Warmon is going to pub a prozine called NCVA or somesuch at a buck
8 copy. As one who longs for the old ten cent ASTCNISHING I feel that this new zine
is going to have to be quite spectacular to entice a vwhole dollar out of me. 1I'd
consider it if I find NOVA to be filled with yerns on a level with those which ape
peared in ASTOUNDING during the Golden Age but since they don't write them 1ike that
any more.,..

Am disappointed that Rick Sneary, Esq., said "No" to TAFF. I can think of no

one in fandom more deserving of the honor or more qualified to be the TAFF administra-

tor.
L.A. Cnce More—In Sixty-Four.
RT
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WARITINGS
IN
THE
SAID

Yy asense of wonder is mwore often aroused these days by things mundene rather than
science-fictional. Particularly it becomes aroused by the strange and mysterious do-
ings of government,

Cje Jaliente is & small town in north-central New lexico. The povrulation is
about 2C0, mostly, I'm told. of Svenish descent. It isn't a very prosverous town.

Cjo Culiente hes a miserable one-room school complete with primitive heating and out-
side tollets. The school's water suroly consists of a snigot--elso outside.

The people of Cjo Caliente have tried, without success, to goet 4 new school, It
i3 & voor district which cannct afford to build on ite own and state or federal aid
nesn't been forthcoming. The neovle of Cjo, more in an effort to attruct attention
to their vlight +han anythinge else I gsuspect, decided to turn elsewhere. 4h, you
say, if they can't get state or federal eid then where do they turn?

They applied to l‘exico for foreign aid,

Mexico has had & crash program going for the past few years to raise the literacy
rate. Among innovetions to aid the orogram is the prefatricated schoolhouse which can
be bullt in less than a week. The necple of Ojo Caliente requested that Mexico come
to their assistence and build one of the prefab schools in their community. The lexi-
can government sent an erchitect to 0jo to survey the situation and see just what
would be needed. He made his recommendations and }'exico agreed to build the school
provided there was an official request made by the U.S. government for the aid,

The U'.3. government, of course, refused to makz the request since it would be
rather embarassing for one of the richest countries in the world to request assistance
from one of the poorest.

So the ehildren of Cjo Caliente continue to go to their one-room achool, cowplete
with outside toilets, {

President Kennedy, in his state of the union message, announced that the United
States has built 13,000 classrooms in Latin America. :

Dunno why I attracted so much attention today. Nothing unusuel about my clothee.
L was weering western boots, bright red trousers, a black shirt with mother-of—mearl
buttons and a blue leather jacket. Lots oe people around here wear western boots.

After a holiday lull the flow of fanzines is picking up again. No reviews this
time since I want to keep the size of thish down but a few comments on & few zines,
Haw! Larry Shaw gave as one of hio reasons for turning AXE into a monthly(?) genzine
the fact that there isn't much news these days. The past few weeks have seen & re-—
surgance of FANAC end the birth of two new newszines. STARSPINKLE is a ti-weekly
news and chitter-chatter zine from one of the foremost chitter—chatterers in the
field, Ron Ellik, Three for a quarter from Ron at 1825 Greenfield Ave,, LA 25...Har-~
vey Inmen end Julius Unger have revived Julie's FANTASY FICTION FITLD as & bi-weekly.
13 for 31 from Harvey Inmsn, 1029 Elm St., Grafton, Ohio...SFECTRLM is a bookreview
zine from Lin Carter, Apt 4-0, 2028 Davidson Ave., Y 54, NY. 31 ver yvear and it ap-
pears bi-monthly. Interesting if you like book reviews. I do.eeJon White, 90 River-
side Drive, NY 24, Y, who had some material here some months ago, hes revived INSIDE.
Tt 11 en offaet nrinted bi-monthly and if future is:iues match thi- firnt effiort, 1%
will be well-worth the two-bits ner cony. #1 contain: a scholarly disoertation on
o4f technique by Lelend Saviro, en eruoing item by Bloch, and an argument ive view of
L. Ron Hubbaurd by Williem Bleckbeard. Very good....And thet's enough on fmz for this
time, It will be interesting to see what effect the new postage rates have on fmz.
Not too wuch I auspect. The main effect it hes had on this varticular nublication
is a renewed determinetion on my vert to keep the size down. Gad, thumbing through
some old fmz I discovered in & box at my mother'as house I note that in 1945 1t cost
only 1&¢ o mail out a 20 page fmz. Ah, those were the dayn..., _:?
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Awong the gems that came to light when I'dusted off the box mentioned on +he
previous nage is a "scuvenier booklet" from the Science Fictlon Fanquet held at 2200
fest Seventh St., Lon Angeleu, Californie, on February 10, 1945, at 5430 e, Wail
Baugherty, Sponsor,

I was in 3an Frencisco during 1945 und one day the receptionist informed we that
I hed u visitor. I wag surorised and rleased to find that it wou none other then
Forry Aclkerwan who was in town for some reason or other and invited me to come to L.
fer the Fanquet. This wag my first visit to the LASFS end I may get eround to writing
zbout It one of these days——if I can dig it out of the memory bunks. Right now,
“rough, the vubiect is the "souvenier booklet. "

It 1s & standard fun-iype vublication. Sixteen pages, 3including the covers.

This ie not u vnrogrew bocoklet——=who ever heard of a fan gathering having a vrogram?--
out a sort of guide te the field for the prospective fan. The.LASFS rresumably ex—
vected to have some non-funz in sttendance. :

~n the leud article Sgt Forrest J Ackermen discucces the prozines; of the-day.
They cater, vays.de, to different tastes. STARTLING STCRIZS and THRIL' ING JCLDER
STORINS. feeture science-flavored, fast-moving yarns with lots of sction end advernturs,
Both putliched quarterly and cell for 15¢ per covy. 15¢! 3o0b. 0oh, the thought ef
i1ts Thoss were the days when I bought &ll the vrozines. I could arfford 1% S SRE
other standby of Fifth Fandom, PLANIT STCRIZS, "chock—full of recket ships, ronstera,
cysteries, snd waidens in distress" went for 2lig ®er "copy. / 'Th, too, was quarterly.
Tor the more gerious minded there wag ASTOUNDL G SCIE'CE-FISTICN with solid gcience,
technology, and a “let .of sociology. Now we've got ANALOG and vsionics. Cwell. (By
the way, the best news in years is thet ANALCG is going large size with the next ish,
This should result in much. better dioplay on the stands.) AMAZTIG STCRIES and FAN-
TASTIO ADVTITURTS, both ouerterly and costing & quarter, round out +he stfzines avall-
sble in 1945 but Forry mentions that science-fiction also svwesrs in FA OUS FAIMASTIO
UY3TERIES (25¢ quarterly) end WEIRD TALES (15¢ bi-monthly. ) Forry finishes by men-
tibning some of the zines of the past and the stetement that "fang look to & postwar
boor in science fiction magazines, If you letch on now, you'll have a lot of swell
reading to look forwerd to)"

‘e hed the woorm; sure enough, but the reading wesn't so swell,

Tre next article concerns itzelf with weird and fantesy rrozines end is written
by Frencis 7. Laney. Zines vast end present (in 1945 are discussed by Fran elong
with cowments on various authors including "a comparitively new writer, Ray ﬁradbury.
Fren also has a short item on weird and fantegy fanzines,

Sam Rusaell covers the book portion of the field end it is interectin: to note
thet he devotes only one page to SF books and three nages to weird and fanteoy books.
This g a good indication of the state of the hard-cover part of the field 2C years
ego. Most books published were either weird or fantasy-—stf itself had vet to bloom,
Among the s%f books wentioned by Ruasell are the verious stories by Jells and 3taple-—
don and such aa "When Yorlds Gollide", "The Scarlet Flague", and others in a einilar
vein. -

<

3 Forry comes back diasguised aa Teaver Iright to comment on the prominent fanznea
of the day. Awong the recommended fanmags are ‘/elt Durkelberger's FANT/SCARD IETKLY,
4 nosteard zine that went for 2¢ ver copy. Heh! It would heve to be & nickle per
covy these dey:. Do you reslize the cost of wailing a postcard hes risen.400% in the

past 20 yeare? The other newssheet mentioned' iz Julie Unger's FANTASY FICTION FISL

ILLUSTRATED /3 TIEYY and that's still 8- mouthfull. “Yalt Liebscher's. JHANTIOLZIER

ie plugged €5 a "rich men's FAIITASTIC ADVENTURZS" and Bil] Yatson's DIABLIRIE ay e
poor fan's ESQUIPE". Other fmz of the day: Benson Perry'a CYNGI; LE ZOMRIE, "the
product of Bob Tucker"; CENTAURI--anybody recall who put this one out? I can't and

Forry doesn't mention the editor——; L'IJCC NU edited by Steve Roberts; VENUS frow

Lora Orozetil; AD INFLIUITUK a new effort from Al Jeinsteinjy and, of courge, SHANGRI-

L'AFFATRES, wrich waa availuble free from the editor--someone nsmwed Jharles Buroee,

"A number of professional meople," seya Forry, "got their storts, writing for, drawing

for, or edititing one of these amateur periodicals. Try some—you'il find 'em fun."

Forry also mentioned that around 5000 is:ues of several hundred different fwz hed ap-

reered since 193C.
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The next page brings us to an article concerning the Fantasy Amateur Press
Association ("usually called 'fa-pah'") by Jim Kepner, FAPA, JiKe concluded, "is
the most active and the most interesting of all fan organizations and, I should say,
the most likely to continue in that line." You may be interested in knowing that
some of the topics under discussion in FAFA in 1945 were the plausibility of a fan-
colony in one of the major cities; a fan code of ethics, the racial question in the
U.S., and the desirability for improvement of the educetional system. Did I hear a
zention of "new" trend?

Next Walt Deugherty describes the LASFS and Alva Rogers discusses science~fic-—
tion art. 1Is Edd Cartier still your favorite, Alva?

The last page gives the credits for the Fanquet stating "Culminating several
years of hopes for a science fiction banquet, we are tonight seeing this hope become
an actuality....The present function would not have been possible without the whole—~
hearted cooveration of all of the members of the Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society
es is evidenced by this booklet. For three days prior to the banquet, LASFSers gave
‘heir enthusiastic support into three busy days of publishing, phoning, article wri-
ting, and gathering together the original illustrations which are on exhibit this
evening, "

The bacover is given over to autographs and I note the fannish green ink pre—
dominates in the various signatures. My souvenier booklet contains a variety of
autographs of fen past and present. Among the decipherable names I f£ind such as
Walt Daugherty, Alve Rogers, Myrtle R, Douglas, Ross Rocklyn, Guy Gifford, Phil
Bronson, sheky scrawl that trenslates as Claude Degler, A. E. Van Vogt, E. Mayne
Hull, "Let's get down to brass tecketts.—~le", Nelson Himmel, Andy Anderson, Elmer
Perdue, John Cunninghem, Roscoe Wright, Jiomy Kepner, Eva Roberson, Lora Crozetti,
3em Russell, Myra Smith, Sophla Van Doorns, Alojo, and others.

The 1945 Fanquet. It was, as I recall, a bail,

The program booklet is mimsod excent for the covers which were printed by Elmer
Perdue. Sam Russell, Alva Rogers, and 48 did the stencil cutting and Andy Anderson
had a hand in the publishing. Something of a treasure, this. I'm glad I found it.

The fuggheads are looe® again. This time 4n Edgerton, Wisconsin (population a-
bout 4,000) where what is called & "parent's group’ has started a campaign to get
certaln books banned from the high school. Described as "Pilth" are such books as
J. D. Salinger's "The Catcher In the Rye", Huxley's "Brave New World™, Orwellls
"1984", Steinbeck's "Of Mice and Men", Lederer and Burdick's "The Ugly American",and,
of all things, Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment". Yessir, this sure is an en-
lightened age. Bet Edgerton would be a good market for wolfbane, garlic, and, of
course, crucifixes. ¥ :

I ehall now exhibit my own fuggheadedness. This is the omighod depertment.,
The 4th issue of Don and Maggie Thompson's COMIC ART caerries an announcement that
Dick Lupoff end Larry Ive have been invited to discuss comic books as & part of the
1963 World SF convention. Ecch! Hae the Discon committee lost its collective mind?
Comic books: poorly printed picture "stories" made up of crude artwork, atrecious
dialogue, and unimaginative plots. I've no doubt that Lupoff and Ivie will give an
Interesting presentation but such a presentation has no place in the program of a
science—fiction convention; at a convention of the Junior G-men or the Mickey Mouse
Club, perhaps, but not at a stf convention,

I know things have been rough in the stf field for the past couple of years
but, mighod, the field isn't that bankrupt. :

How've you been meking out during the deep freeze? Albuquerque's temperatures
have dropped as low as ~10° after which my 1948 clunker started right off but that
fancy stetion wagon just clicked at me. Gallup, N. Mex., over in the western pert
of the state had an unprecedented -59°. That's the sort of thing one expects up in
the Dekotes, not in New Mexico. I tell you somebody's been messing with the weather.

ROY TACKETT

)



LLXTITI0000 17[/.[72/1717[/%70[7[7[7[7[/5[/[717457[/&’[/[/[/170[7[71«?[/!1

JHRYSTAL GAZING

Here I sit with trusty typewriter while Roy is outside beheading a couple of
aguabs and the Kujawa's are winging their way to Phoenix. OCf courme, by the time you
read this Betty and Gene will be in S&n Antonlo or some such vlace but you know how
it i~ with fen pubbers, You can relax a while, Ron Bennett, because I'm saving the
best for lest and heve other things to yak about before I get to the Kujawa's visit.

I'm trying to adjust to. a new prescrintion in my glas:es so if gome of thig seems
confused bleme it on that. Jell, I must bleme it on something. I wear glesies al-
rost conotantly—excert when I'm aaleen—and sometimes even wake from a nev to disco-—
ver thet I've'been napring complete with specs, See my dreams better that way.

. The things I go through to help get DYNATRCN out to the awaiting microcosm. e
got the lastish run off, colleted, addressed and ell without any trouble. Since Roy
10 back on dayshift he doesn't heve time to get to the post office so he gave me a
1ist of the number of gtamps we'd need for mailing the ziné. So I hoored into our
4rusty stetion wagon--I elwayn feel that I'm hauling a house around behind me when-
ever I'drive the wagon; there's room enough in the back for a.bowling alley-—and
" drove to Alameda to get the stamps. A4lameda, a small town about six or seven milen

north of here,. contains the nearest full-fledged nost office. There is a little con-

tract P.O. in a shopping center a few blocks from here but if one asks them for any-

thing other than otreight first cless or sirmeil postage the place dissolves into a
‘"maga 6f utter confusion. So we ugse the Alameda F.O. and all DYNATRCHs we've iasued

gince arriving in New l'exico have been mailed from there. :

. .., Arriving at the P.O. I weit petiently &mid the pre-Christmas rush to get to the
window. I fInally mede it and handed the man & copy of DYNLTRCN and ‘esked him to
weighfit,and tell me what the postage would be, both -domestic and overaeas. He nut

,?hg zine on his aczle and after a bit ennounced thet it would cost five cents to mail
in' the gtetes and "where overseas do'you want it to go?" : :

' ;Oh, to a mumber of countries," I renly, '

"I’ve got to know the countries or I can't give you the vostage rate."

-Ia this something new?" - -

"No, it is not."

"I didn't know the rate for vrinted matter varied from country to country."
Tﬁell,jit does." : : : - ;
:It never.has in the past. The printed rate is the seme to all countries."

. Just. e minute." 7ith that he called over a co-worker &and after gome discuscion

1t was decided that they ought to look the subject un in the postal rega., ‘lell, whet

do you know? Printed rate.is the same for all countries. Now that will be 4% cents
for the states and 8 cents for oversems. . .. . . ' 1 S

I sgreed that this was fine and asked for the eopropriaté number of 4% cent
s??Pns end the avnrooriate number of 8 cent stemps. He revlied that he didn't heve
z;;;gﬁiinirlédth§v21301%et thﬁm from "the man over EHERelix T sighted down his poin-

L % u" dn I.ﬁee th§ mén over there' anywhere, He aeemed thoroughly con-

fused, Look,” he says, "I'1l give you the fours and then you can get the halfs from
the men over there." I otill didn't .gee any Mmen over there" but figured that this
would be some progress anyway so agreed. The clerk counted out the fours and all was
well unti} I remarked that if he would give me so many more fours I could use them
for the eight cents postage on oversees mailing,

‘"hy," he said, "you can do it that way, can't you?"

, But inatead of just counting- out oo meny edditional fours he takes back the
original number, recomputes the amount needed, and counts them out all over again. de
completed the trensaction on the fours end he remarked thet I'd have to get the half
cent otempa from the men over there. I was about to remark thet I didn't see eny men
over there when, thank goodneass, the men over there walked in the back door and went
over there.

Hx'original servant of the poat office then hollered to the man over there thet

i@



I need so many 4% cent stamps. Naturally, I was a bit confused by this time and the
line behind me was beginning to curleque out into the traffic on US 85 but I did heve
enough wits left to yell that I didn't need 43 cent stamps, I needed half cent stemps.
hich was just as well as the man over there didn't have any 4% cent stamps either.
Eventually we got it straightened out and I ended up getting gypred out of one
% cent stamp because I was so confused that I asked for an odd number of stawpa and
hed to may to the next nearest even number anyway. hat with the postage increase
and all I dread to think of what meiling out this issue will involve.

+

Somebody wake up Fon Bennett and we'll talk about the Kujawas,

Betty and Gene planed in a short time ago, refugees from the ice and snow of
Indiana. Roy and Betty greeted each other like long~lost friends &nd if they had a
month to visit I don't believe they would heve been able to discusc every subject of
mutual interest. Gene and I managed to interject a remark every half hour or so
whenever they paused for breath.

It was just turning dusk when I greeted the Yujawas at our front door. As luck
would have it Roy had to work an hour overtime so he was still absent when the Zuja-
wag arrived. I directed Gene to the gin and vermouth—Roy is the wmartini mixer in
this house and since he does a good job of it I've not bothered to learn the various
provortions—which he promptly turned into excellent dry martinis. The altitude here
bothered Betty somewhat so she settled for something less votent. I could go into
all the details about how I hed started dinner only to have Roy phone that he'd be
late and.show the meal became overcooked trying to keep it warm but this is a familiar
story to most women and the wen probably don't care--so long as they get something to
eat.

The nice thing about visiting fans is that most are conversant of a wide variety
of subjects which is just es well since my knowledge of SF and fandom is quite limite
ed. ‘'hen Roy finally arrived things fannish dominated the conversation for a while
but not exclusively.

Gene graciously took us 2ll up in the B-Bird/the next day. Roy-and Rene went up
first and had aquite a ball. Diane and I went next but the plene develoned a trouble
so Gene had to bring us in pretty fast. Diana was disapnointed but I was quite glad
to get a glimpse of this valley from the air. It is quite a sight—-the desolate
stretches of desert on either side and the green stretch of the Rio Grande Valley.

I can see how flylng e small plane can grow on people. It is exhilerating. Roy had
said, after his return from Japan, that he wouldn't go up in the air again but he
went eagerly enough in the Beech fThere's a vast difference between flying in a small
plane and lumbering through the air in a military trensport. RTJ and Diana, who has
begged for a horse for years, nov wants an airplene instead. k&

That evening we joined Bettv and Gene for dinner and more fine conversetion,
Much to our regret they had to go on to Fhoenix the next day. All good things muot
come to a temporary conclusion. Temvorary, for we look forward to contiruing where
we left off whenever the ovportunity again presents itself. I'm not too fluent with
descriptions of my impressions of neoole but, as with some of the other fans we've
met, I enjoyed the Kujawa's visit and felt that we had known them for years, Roy
says it is part of what mekes a fen. ‘hatever it is I'm looking forwerd to meeting
the Kujawas &gain,

I made my bimonthly visit to the doctor a counle of weeks ego. Routine, I
figured, just to get the blood vressure checked on., There have been times when I've
welked into his office feeling that my next step would be the one into the grave on-
ly to have him tell me thet I wes doing fine and the bloodpressure was meintiining a
sensible level, This time, though, I felt great-—all full of vim and vigor and fully
expecting the doctor to tell me that I was in good shene and wouldn't heve %o come
back for six months. Have you ever stuck & pin in a balloon? That's what I felt
like. "Mrs. Tackett, I hate to sey this to you since you're feeling so good, but...”
The bloodpressure was way up again and I was castigeted for not neying more attention
to my diet and various other things. I went in feeling fine and came out feeling
sick. Sometimes I wonder about these doctors.

v

CHRYSTAL TACKETT
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A reprint from FIVE BY FIVE, #7, February 1962, Rick Sneary, Editor.

SNEARY' S RIFZRENCZ:S
by
RICK SNEARY

About two months ago, Ron Ellik asked Virginia Schulthels and I,
out of a clecar bluc-wltn-smoke sky, to recommend refecrence books to him.
Not just books of facts, but a few hooks that should be on his shelves
.0 give a well-rounded selection, I'm sure he was talking to Virginia
rather than me, as sne is a librarian. But the question kept coming
back to me, even though I wasn't able to give any kind of an answer at
e, lmek

I collect or salvage just about anything I can get hold of so my
collection i1s motly in the extreams. The best or most usefull find
their way into my own room, while the others are sorted around tne
house and garage-room, according to how I value them. I think almost
any book 1is a usefull reference .and .i% is a matter -of. taste whut you--

TIz¥eps JAAmEDt occured to me thit you might be willing to let me tulk
about_my books. I think a bcokli¥¥is a sort of guide to the man so
meybe it will give you ncw. ingight into me. But, as many of my best
books are gifts or chance come~bys=--and I centt/won't afford some I'd
like-*don't talkte too much stock in it.

The easicst system is to work outward from my typeing center. On
the stand or at the table at my left are six dictionaries. Threec are
Snglish: an dbbott's vest-pocket edition, a lierriam-webster pocket edi-
tion, and my large Winston college edition~-which is my last word (have
still another old one in tne garage-room). The other taree are pocket-
size Spanish; German; and rrench dietionaries=-which I think everyone
ought to have. I think Latin and Italian dictionaries would be good
thdngs to have; toe: \18so in this row is a pocket Roget's Thesaurus,
but I've never been able to use it for much as the words seem so unimsg-
inative. A bigger edition might be better. A rhyming dictionary might
be handy, too, but I've never wanted onz of famous quotations.

Then In their special-made box on the table are my small refer-
ences. A book on gensral sclence, two on stars, one on rocks, one on
great artists, a cclicction of Amerlcan ballads, my two volume sect of
Robert Graves on Greek mytas, the story of 100 symphonies (I need a
book or two on music of a more general naturc), my little copy of "The
Prophet® by Kahilil Gibran #if you don‘t know Gibran I won't try to ex-
blane, but his poetry seemed the greatest thing I‘d ever read, when I
first read it), and a lientor Book, “Reader!s Companion To World Litera-
ture'. Thls is a literary encyclopedia about writing and writers and
oS © o Ty oni0s T3 et aiilics MabiainS e M (e e Wb LA K L G L S T
~oousatLyghiimk; some sort of encyclopedia is needed by anyone wno writes
as much as we do--or even reads agimych as we do--and they are fine
for settling debates such as Anna Moffatt and I are always getting
into. Cur family owns a 192¢Y 12 volume set of the world Book, which
isn't bad, but I've added to it. I own two volumes of the small Funk
& Wagnall (I admire the red and gold bindings), three volumes of the
New Flctorial Encyclopedia (a gift) and just recently bought volumes 13
and 16 of the llth edition of the Zncyclopedia Britannica and I plan to
get more of thesc. I've a scattering of other books that carry assort-
¢d facts, such as a 50 year old telephoneman's handbook and one for
plumbers almost as old. Lot's of facts and usefull information. Of
course, I've never used them yet.

Now we switch to the far corner of my room and the bookcase above

my(writing desk. Four shelves, but I will only mention those:"beoks I

o
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reference.and.it

look on as rcfercnce books. Left to risght, bottom, comes first my com=-
pPlete Shakespcar. I nave mixed scts and individual books around by
Will which gives me thruec or four copies of some plays, but this is the
whole business--in 4; or 5 point type. . Considering how often Shake spear
1s sreferred. to'soy jo this Pistor 1e'shy iT - th¥nk.  this I3 a very Ilmportant re-
ference, as well as good reading. This is one of my "1l0 books for a
descrt island! selections. Beside it is tne compleat works of Poe and
the short stories of de iiaupassant. I also have a 100-year-old edition
of Plutarch's ”Lives”, which I don't think is a must--but good, none
the lesse. and there are all five versions of the Rubeiyat. I gencral-
ly prefer the first version to the other four.

I also have two collections of American and British poems-=-which
are useful in giving an idea of what cach poet wrote but of very little
use when you want to find something specific. There are two books giv-
‘ng the stories and histories of operas. I'm not that much of an opera
lover but each volume covers the field in a slightly different way, so
I can't part with cithers That is a trouble with reference .booksess . so
much 1s repeated over and over in different books.

There 1s a two-volume historv of Grecce, which I have more for
the binding than for interest in Greek history, and one on the 15 most
importent battles--the ones the Modern Major General in Gilbert & Sul-
livan knew. I think a complese G&S book would be useful, by the way.
Len Moffatt has one which includes the musical scores and they wouldn't
do me any good. Next there is R. A. Botkin's "a Treasury of American
Folklore" whicn is a right good collection of storics, legends, ballads
and songs. '

0f my tecnnical books, the most prized is "Lanpguagze inAction” by
Hayakawa. It 1s also tne least read. I read 1t thhrough over 10 years
ago and have barely opened it in the past eight years. Still, I con-
sider 1t - the book that did more to change my thinking--or set my think-
ing on the right path--than any other book I have ever rcad. Tae next,
maybe, would be "Fsychology of Personal Ad justment® by Fred McKinney.
This is written for the college age group and proved most useful to me
in understanding myself , and that my problems of 10 years ago were not
very unusual. I have Breast's ‘"History of Egypt" which is beautiful
but dated. Much more exciting--snd highly recommended--is Ceram' s
"Gods, Graves, and Scholars?. This is. an exclting introduction to ar-
chaeology from which anyone can g0 on te more detail. I never have but
that 1s because I'm sprecad too thin. There is also George Simpson!s
"Life of the Past" but I must confess I've never read it, .and T. Gaster
"The New Golden Bough', which is just too much to read, other than here
and therc when looking up tie nistory of some custom.

Most of the above 1s on the second shelf, as are my four Tolkien
books. This is just about my biggest personal investment and one of
the few fantasy works that I'd class as a reference. In fact, other
than Lewls Carroll, I can't think of any other I'd rate-that high.

On the third snelf arc such things as "a Treasury of Sherlock
Holmes", which I someday hope to replace witn the “comple te” Holmes as
tnls one lacks a good many tales. However, I think I 2lmost prefer
Doyle as a writer of historical novels. I enjoyed "Sir Nigel" and "The
white Company" more than any of the Holmcs stories, and "The Adventures
of Gerard" is quite funny, in a way you wouldn't expect of Doyle. Here
also 1s Churchill's "History of the Second world war® in six volumes.
I've menaged to get through about half of them by faitnfully reading one
chapter a nignht...a good system for such books as it gives you time to
think on what you have read and not get bored by pages and pages of dry
reports. Every so often tane Caruchill Style comes billowing up and you
can almost hecar that grand old man spcaking the words. He may not have
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elweys boen right, but dashed if he was cver wrong., Next 1s my YPwen-
ticth Century Book of rfacts" which came out in 1903 znd wes mcant to co-
ver sbout cvorytiinz thut nzd happened up till tien. I was rather du-
bious about it wacn it was first given to me but 1t hes proven both
int.r.sting and uscful. Next is asimov's "The Intclligent Man's Guilde
To Scicnce? wnich I recelved as a birthday gift from Ackerman and I have
shzmcfully not read much of it yet. Then a book on thc history of the
msn who signed the Declaration of Independence (which isn't very uscful)
snd a book on birds, treces, and flowcrs-—-which ncver has what I'm look-
ing for--two weapons catulegs, a wine list, and & book on heraldry,

On the top row I huve mostly sclencc-fiction books, nonc of which
I class as refercnce works. Perhaps tie most valuable of these 1s des
Camp and Prattis "Land of Unrcason" though I would hold to my "Portsable
Novels of SF" loneer. I have a slightly dsted collsge chemistry book
wnich ITve found useful only twice, and three books on rocketry.
fherd are, ofiteolirac, slix.or  sewenvudbuncs onbookkceping -in: my cleset
cnd 1In differsnt places.

I zlmest forgot my finirPefervnceid., “Atimy - side on.a ishelf are Ben-
nettfs 1960 Directory of Fandom, Broyle's who!ts who, the current Fantasy
Amateur, LASFS and Pro ject art Show mailing lists, and Bogg'!s "Gafia
feesiSat vl “Boak Yl - Down ‘ats the botEem 4.5 tiie 1955 mailing 'Idst oL GRUE
(I may not know wherc fans sre but I can sure tcll you wherc a lot of
them werc.). In my desk are FANCYCLOFEDIAs I and II, the 1946 listing
of Ackerman's books, 4/5 of Favlatfs Fanzine Index, THE ENCHANTZD DUPLI-
CATOR, THZ HARP STATESIDE, W ILi IS DISCOVERS AMERICA, Adl SWEET IDIOCY,
the thrse Hoffman fan histories, . two' of Rotsléer!s TID scries and guote
Book, THE ATOM ANT10LOGY, THZ COLLECTED WRITINGS OF RICK SNEARY, and
TaE GOON GOES wEST, I don'!t think of these lest six &s refercnecss but
I kcep them handy.

‘Our mlddle bedfoom is usSed for a number of “tnings, including three
shelves of books and magazines. (Sadly, lack of space forces me to pusb
the magazines benind tne books.) Here I have 50 or so Mentor paperbacks
whleh" Iofcwl is & f£rng way Ao ‘buldd & referencs library.+ Many,-'far ‘too
many I fcar, of these books are tirucly vnread but thcey ares availlable
any tiue I have a burning interest in the subjects they cover. There
are Tamd covers', s ooy iiitbsnaitiiimameT teolaidn st part with. # "In' = vnoom pack
of our garagc is the rest of my paporbacks, all the pulps, and the very
old and poor of my book collection. 4 number of old history and geogra-
Py e atEs 'arie SHer e rhrt S Lty arciapeaaatidet e me 1 1y De o F rany uses - OF
course my collectlions of John Dickson Cerr, Alexender Dumas, and Conean
Boyleh-ard out: theres: £005: S0, LU sfaniets il & Logsh

Wnat's in yvusr mofersncs Libhmpery?

Vibehs

Norm Metcalf stovred by 915 the other day. Norm waa hitchhiking his way to
Denver and points south, Florida to be exact, where he hoves to gather the msteriel
for WEJ] FRCNTIERS.,

‘e apent several hours in intereating conversation aa 'orm brought me up to
date on the deingas of Bay Area fandom. A fine chep, Norm Metcalf, and he's welcome
to come back any tire,

But I heve & grotch. Norm couldn't resist the fine fannish geme of trying
to vast himself off as some one else. He firat introduced himself as Rich Brown and,
for reasons I won't go into, I was willing to sccevt thet. Norm said he had e whole
Rich Brown routine worked out but ebandoned it when it became obvious thet I knew
Rich Brown only aa a neme in CRY.

It i: a fine fannish geme, I supvore, but not & game thet I aporove of, Fan
vic%torsxare always welcome at 915 but don't vlay games with me. I don't like it.

/ RT
o S5k :

RICK SNEARY



A CHILD'S GARDEN OF SCIENCE FICTION

by
BEHl EVA:'S

Chaptor I: The SF }aganzine

520 the magazine.

It ia called "Anelog".

It used to be called "Aotnunding".

‘hct heppened to "astounding"?
"hstounding got the ax.

Ax, ax, ax.

'y did "Astounding” got tho ax?
"Astounding" didn't oell so good.
“neezin2g are in business to make money.
! oney, money, monecy.
50 what else ig new?

"Astounding" sounded too juvenile.

Juveniles don't heve a lot of money.

l'oney, money, wmoney.

"Analog" sounds more adult,

Adultg have more moncy.

"anelog" io gelling no better than "Astounding".
S why did they chenge it in the first place?

Chapter II: The SF Spaceship

See the spaceship. Pl ysint Ty,

ABs bl Slolalie Rockets are too expensive and

1250 sty S onle S : inefficient.

It ic almost.es big.az.a fan's ego. ' Spaceshing need something new,

‘hat is a fan? New, new, new.

You're too young. Jait till the next chapter. See U.S. Patent }2,886,976.

Spaceshipa cost money. Now we can build a good spaceship.

I oney, money, money. Aren't you gled we've got free

Spaceshins are too expcnoive. enternrise?

Spaceships work with rocketa to meke Don't you wish you knew what free
them fly. enternrise wag?

Chapter III: The SF )Monster

See the big blob.

See the blob agsimilate peonle.

5} TR el eIl E B i fellb poyolr

He has to eat, too, you know.

He's strange. Like Daddy.

Seec the blob's cousin.

His cousin is a BEM.

Doesn't the BEL look like 1l ommy?

Slaver, slober, slaver, alober.

For all we know he mey be a she,

He mey be an it.

Hobody knows if BEMs heve discovered sex.
Sex, gex, sex.

Drool, droecl, drool.

For further information ses "Stranger In 4 Strenge Lend."
louldn't you like to be a BEL?

Or maybe a blob?

Have you read "Lolite"?

BEN EVANS
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If you happen to be cmong the minority of readers who object to revorts and com-
mentaries on LASTS ond Larea~fandom in the pages of DYi'aTRCI’, I suggest you akip the
next few pages, as I do have a few more things to say regarding the fans and fanac
in southern California. 4nd, quite likely, always will,

Someday, perhaps, a Compleat History of the Los angeles Science Fantasy Sociﬁty
mey be written and published. That otatement, qualified as it is with a "perhaps
and a "may", is based on the assumption thet Anything is possible. I have not at—
tempted to determine the degree of probability of such an ovent actually occuring.
at various times over the years there hzs been tolk of compiling a history of the
club, or publishing all of the old Minutes, and so on, but—to the best of my know—
ledge--08id project is still in the talking stages.

However, what I would like to see is a hiatory written in a completely unbiased,
unprejudiced manner, reporting in asome detail on the club and its members, making no
cttempt to "play down" the fusses, feuds, and other foibles, and—>by the same token--
meking no attenpt to underplay the good things and persons. This is asking Too luch,
I know; but we mey as well wish for the 3est when we cren't entirely certein of ever
scelng whet might be termed "the second best". Hever can tell when Foo (or Zlmer,
for that watter) might rare back and pass a i‘iracle.

As most of you must know, Farry larner is currently working on e history of
fandcin, I'm oure thet the space he devotes to LASFS and Lhirea--fandom will be 23 ob-
jective @38 he can meke it, and that his history as a whole will renk second *o none.
Harry is one of the few fan writers I know who is really capable of such a project.
But, of course, he isn‘t likely to devote 100 pages oir nmore to just one fan club,
even if it is the oldest fan club in existence, and it would take ot leagt 100 pages
to properly tell the LASFS siory.

Uow T sugspect that more words have been written about LASFS end its various mem—
bers than have been writien about any other club and its members in the microcosn,

If it were somehow posaible to ‘add up the good words in one column and the bad words
in a second column it would be intercsting to see which column obtzined the greater
total, Interesting, but not conclusive. The value of auch a comnparison-count would
be debateble. I cay this because I suspect the so—called "bad words" would outnumber
the good, if only because of the ghser bulk of Ah, Sweet Idiocy!, and despite the

fect thot Laney did have gsome good things to sey about the club and some of its mem—
bers. Feuding and fussing will inveriably consume more wordspace on paper than pleas-
ant tonics so it seems. I understand that this ig merely "human nature" which, at
times, seems simply a euphenicm for yahooinm,

Every so often someone will remark on the longevity of the La3FS, wondering how
it has managed to survive what with oll its ups and downs over the years. The ans-—
wer 1s obvious: people. Fan-type pcoplé.

There have always been a fow members in attendance (a "hard core", if you will)
who have kept the show on the road, by some manner or means, and there have always
been & sufficient number of non-active members who have given their support to the
few who were willing to do the work., This suprort ranges from occagional attendance
(and rayment of dues) to regular attendance, and--more often then you might suspect-——~
actual suprort and assistance in the form of donating lebor, wmoney, time, end so on,
to such club projects as the library, the official orgean, local conferences, srecial
meetings, and svecial publications.

Of course, it hasn't been the same "hard core" over the years, anymore than it
has been the same supporting membership. Both elements change every few years, with
wmore thean one change in a single decade. And much overlapping from groun to grouv.
Further, I use quotation marks eround the term "hard core" because the ones I have
known haven't been as "hard" as all thet. They might apnear so to the brand now mem—
ber or to the visiting firemen, but all it takes to become an integral rart of the
group that is "running the club" is a willingness to work. Certainly "personality"
cai\help or hinder one in becorming a "whcel”, but in the long run it is thz results




that count——and you can't got results without work, So...what about the unsung mem—
bers mentioned above? The ones who do help out with various chores and projects yet
rerely get egoboo in print? True, they are awore thet their efforts are apprecieted,
end in most instances they help because they like to verticinate on a local level

but have no interect in becoming active in fandom in general., Can it be argued that
the members who arec well-known (cven into BNFdom) in the fan preas are taking more
credit thean they deserve, taking credit for the work of others? 'Tain't necessarily
3o. Cne must remember two imvortant points: (1) the "unsung" members could be
"sung" if they wanted to be, and (2) the work of the leader-members consists not on-
ly of their own individual efforts, but also the work of getting the non-active mem-
bers to work—-to become enthusinstic about the club and its projects. If you have
ever worked with people, anytime, anywhere, you know that this isn't the eagiest

job in the world.

Now 'twould be a horse--nay, "yeahoo" of another color—if the normally non-asc-
tive members of the club did not appreciate the results of the projects, but they do.
(In fact, I can say with all sincerity, that I do, for I've been a rather non-active
member for some time now, and am happy to see the LASFS and the currently active
LArea fans keeping the show on the road--not just the club itself, but the equelly
Interesting edded attractions such as genzines, avazines, worldcon planning, art
shows, etc.

Certainly I'm prejudiced, &s I have every right to be, but I think that even a
more objective writer than myself would have to adwit that fandom would have been—
and would be—a less rewarding hobby had lLArea fandom never existed. It has given
fandom whet might be called a "sense of continuity", not just because the club has
lagted for so many years (for it might have done that without ever being in contact
with fandom in general, a oituation that nearly existed when the post-—Burbee Shaggys
were getting such poor distribution), but primerily because we heve been blessed with
one "hard core" grouo after another, and sufficient supporter-members to mske the sf-
forts of the "leasder—members" worthwhile. These efforts-—and their results, or leck
of results in some instances-—have made IArea fandom both famous and notorious
throughout the microcosm,

Besides this "sense of continuity", local fandom has given much to fandom in
general, In turn it has received both bouquets and brickbata, sometimes deserving,
sometimes not. One could make a long list of vrojects and rublications in which lo-
cal fans have participsted...Vol, SHAGGY, FAI/CYCLOPEDIA I, 1948 FANTASY ANNUaL, Big
Pond Fund (the forerunner of TAFF), the fan art show, the futuristic fashion show,
festercons, Pacificon, and many othera. But all of these are well known and received
their fair share of egoboo at the time they occured, and will continue to be praised
each time they re—occur, whether in some old fan's memory or, as in the case of such
items as the art show; in actuality.

So what has Liree fandom done for us lately? ‘lell, the latest iasue of SFAGGY
arrived the other day. If you missed the 1962 Jestercon there are at least three
items in the mag you'll be glad to sec. And if you were at the /estercon, I'm sure
you'll be hervy that at lease one of these items (if not all three, depending on
your individual interests) has been published. I might add that the reat of the is-
gue has uv—to-par material, too, and SHAGGY's par is usually hard to beat.

There are other things. The auctions at the club,’ for instance. Sure, you've
heard of them, and true, the funds derived are often used on some local project (in
which you may or may not have any interest), but let's not forget that both T4 /F and
TAFF have benefited from these auctions, aa well as from individual contributions
in time, money, andwork on the vart of lArea fans, most—if not ell—of whom are
members of LASFS, There are oublishing ventures too numerous to mention. There is
the Pun Fund jar. (’hen the punsters slack off, thus avoiding fines, the jar is
passed so that all nresent cen contribute to the fund, which for the past counle of
years, hasbeen given to a fan viaiting from overseas.)

Then, of course, there is the "LA Once lore in '64" committee. ‘'hich reminds
ms that there is one voint I'd like to clear up right now. One of the arguments put
forth in favor of San Francisco over Los iangeles for the 1964 ‘Jorldcon is that L.A.
has had the Jorldcon more recently then has Frisco. Technically—-I might even say



legally——this 10 not true. The last Torldecon in Lou Angelez (city of, not county of)
was the Pucificon in 194A. The Sqlucen wes held in Scuth Gete, not Los Angolsg,
True 1% wes held in o hotel thet %o norwelly loecuted in Loy Ang=les, however, during
the time of the 3olscon the Alsxendris wae & purt of South Gate, &n arrongement made
poozible through the kind co-—overation of the Fayors of Jouth Jute snd Los Angeles.
Thoss o you whe ettended the Solucon will reeull thet Fayor “esver of 3outh Gate
sttended the first cesaion of'the 1658 Ffeorldcon to procluiw 4het the Alexandrias Fotel
wus within the ciiy iimitu ef Scuth Zuto fer ithe durution of the convsntion, having
ceen invited %o do go by the Fayor of Los Angsiss. It waas for "fum", true, odut it
wescforireal vnd, legellyrdand . o ulb Pine, Yodnt A £his, ot o valid! one.

Further, tho Solacon conuwittes wes nct vn officiasl LiSFS epzrition.  Neithsr is

the "La Onece VFore" comrittse, but it is closer to LASF3 than our committee we:. The
Szlucon committee was clessr to beinyg 8 comsittes of the OQutlunder Society then any-
4

hing ¢lce. And we don't plan snother converiion for 3outh 3cte until 2010,

I trust I have no-snemies in eithzr the LAree or the Buy Area, and I cee no
reason for # reel fight betwoen the two committees. Tach should stand on its own
werits, without reserting te "dirty noliticu" and, harnily, I've zeen no evidence of
the lutter in thelr reasvective cunmuigna. Buch comuwittee is cure that it cen put on
4 better con 4han t'ether c-mmities, vnd thet'a us it should be:  Yealthy commetiticn
cen bring out the best in both of thew, no metter which one gets the con. Each re-
speety the cther and the syirit betwesn the tvo iz fricsndly.

Toe fuct thet I'm sumwrorting Korcen inateud of Friscon is not entirely due to
group ieyuity au I otill think of nyself uug sn Cutlender £irst end a LASFSien ascond.
Nor 1s:it due to the fact thut IT'w listed us an "official adviser" by the L.i. crew;
(1 perfectly willing to be -un Tof2icial advisor! o sny couwmittse, be it L.A., Sen
francisce, sr Albuquerque, dut only to cne ut a time.) IZ'uw on frizsndly terms with
Califans, north end south, se if Priendship ware the criteric I could be us easily
swayed ay Alva und Fill ag by Al or Roa, %o n=uwe only four of the good neonle involved
Eusically, I vick the lMorcen commitice ua 4the better of the two fine and capable com-
mittses beceuse I think it hes thevedge i Yulent, resources, and experiences. The
zatter of whoss turn it is bsing neithar Nere nor thers,

TAFF need: candidates. And sucport. TaFF nseds not just one or two cendidates
per elsction but ‘hrec or f'ivs or more, with the underctunding that the losers cun
aiweys otund agein in future slectiona, The deadlino for the next Arxerifan—to-Sng—
land nominutiens is 28 Fabruery 1963 und at 4+ho moment there is not a single cundi-
dete in the race. I hed hoped thut 3quire Sneary would stand this tiwme but now that
he has declined the honer {und éven if ha had accavted I would feel tho usame way) I
feel trat there should bs several candidatos 4o meke the TAFF race ws interzating
and exciting ua nosasible, whish, in turn, should keep the Funi from floundering due
to lack of suvpori,
If you have been a”fan for any length of 4ims st all, get five of your fun
friends te sign for wvou, and weil ths signatures, a 100 words—or—leas nlutform, and
fivs bucks (us sond that you'll actually make the trip if elected) to Ron mllik,
1825 Groenfield Avs,, Los Angeles 25, Oulifornia. Or,if yvou don't want to stand,
got one of your' fan friznds to stand. Bon't let this great fan nroject come to an
unhapny e¢nd due tc u lack of willing candidetes. Thers are olenty of faus worthy
of being TAFF delogatvs. The mujor problew is getiing them to stund. TAFF nesds
candidates., :
Feep Swiling.
LN To MCFFATT
ey

Edlterial Jomments: Friscon. Heeh! How stout Bayvention? 3FJon IT?7 I like the
double weaning of the initiels. // I harnily assume thed you are being fucetious with
that remark ubcut an Albugueryus con comsittee. Naw Fexico fendor consists of gufius,
Gretchen 3chwernn, Chrystul (on the fringeu}, und wyself in Albugucrque, end Bill
Tolfenbunger way of? in tho Four-lempsrs arcu. //3uy, olfenbanger, did vou know you
wvers living in Flying Ssucsr couniry? There's been more UFCa spotted up there then
in the rest 6f ine ccuntry combtined, RT.
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Ed Cox doodles in this apace.
LETTERSLETTTRSLETTERSLETT JRSLETTIRS  FEEDBACK LETTZRSLETTERSLETTERSLETTZRSLETTERS

ED CQOX Gad, 14 isoues. 4nd I have them all, evey one...
149332 DICY TS STRZET, J/ell, that's your vroblem, RT}
SFER 4N CAi S, CALIF. I note that while the surging flow of fanzines is un-

abated, yvou've switched your manner of reviewing. I like it
better this way. They're more intriguing to the non-receiver in much the same way
the old 83."A" list was over the "B" ligst, the latter being pretty sketch compmared to
the longer reviews of the former, as you probably very well remember. I would sure
like to see Ierwin's reviews of the paat few years croo! JYeah, if it included him
zditing & revived 83/T/S. RTY

Sveaking of horror movies and so on, the weekend in LA certainly has its ohere
of them. The Friday night "Jeird Tales of Science Fiction" phased out a few weeka
ago and nov the same channel has its horror movie on Saturday nights. At the same
time a5 the channel 11 SF movie. I almost always wetch the horror movie. The seme
damn series of so-czlled acience~fiction movies play over and over and over and over.
Such ag "Target: Earth!", "Riders To the Stars", "Attack of the Crab Vonsters", and
so on and on and on. Some weren't bad on 2irst showing. Cnce in & while & first-
rate job shows up on e1other chennel. The Cogate Theatre, definitely high-claas
stuff eas TV movies go, showed ""his Island Earth" (I think that wes the title.)

Last Saturday night I wetched "The lummy", made in 1932 cnd starring Karloff,
David Manners,..forgot the name of the girl, Thig was the firat of the Yummy movies
and very well done, too. Thias in part of the era of the greet horror films when such
8 voroduction got all the attention end work that any other tyre of film did. Yoot
of them these days are hacked out as quickie attractions and rate sbout as low ag any
stf junk—film (such ag "Fire-l'aidens of Cuter Svace” or whatever its celled).

Anyhow this vintage thriller shows Yarloff in his hey—day. There is plot, sus-
ven3ce, and drama...and fantasy...in this film, Karloff plays a priest who violated
the old code and tried to use the "Scroll of Thoth" to bring his beloved back to life,
Ye is caught and punished most severely. That iz, not only in this world, but the
next as well. Archaesologists find his tomb and the scroll and, inadvertantly, one
brings him back to life. The plot gets somewhat comnlex for detailed reviewing bere,
but Karloff assigts the archaeologists on gubsequent exnmeditions to uneerth the mum-
wy of his beloved, whose person: lity has come down through the generations and is now
in the body of the heroine of this show. A tremendous scene is when Karloff shows
her, in his sumptuous ancient Egyptian~tyve querters, his magic pool wherein is de-
picted what happened back 3700 yeere ago. The roiling clouds sweeo away and we see &
silent movie treatment of all thet transpired. [hat a scene. No wonder so many of
u3 hark back to the asilent films, There was megic in them. And in this film, too.
The ancient gods did things then. Frightening...and awsome as hell, too. Karloff
was tremendous.

There's been gsome other first-rate horror films such ss the first and second
Freankenstein movies and that movie in which Simone Simon sterred, "The Cat Feonle",

I pelieve.

#The Cat Teovnle ios, indeed, one of the best. Better on the big screen with-

out commerciel interruntions, of course. I've seen it several times. Let

yourself relax and be borne away by the film. Scares the hell out of you.

And you never see & monater at ell, RTY

ALVA RCGERS Thy the double standard about "LA™ end "Friasco", Roy? lec're
5243 RAWLVES DRIVE, demned because we usc "Frisco" in our slogen, but Los Ange-
CASTRO VALLEY, CLLIF. 1les can use "LA" with apcrobation and impunity. J/here did

I vut my dictionary? RT{ As & matter of fact, if one were to
ask the average BArean why refering to San Francisco as Frisco is such a reinous
crime, amounting almost to lese majesty, the answera would range all the way from a
blank stare and a shake of the head, to "Herb Caen says, 'don't call it Frisco.'"
lell, you go right ehced ans support LA—it's a good town with o lot of good people
in it and I like it—but we hope to see you in the BArea come Labor Day weekend, 1964.
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N



ROGERS, cont'd
" Thc Sneary reprint wes interesting and reminded we of thz times 'alt Deugherty
took me with him to the larner Brothers studios where he worked back in 1944, In
1961, Rick says, the M3M lot was virtually deserted with only one or two TV shows in
the works. The Jarner lot in 1944 was, to corn & »hrese, a beehive of activity,
with what seemed like thousands of costumed people skittering through the studio
streetos and all the sound steges operating at full capacity. It was truly fascina-
ting.
5 ¥T elways did favor the double standard. Actually, Alve, the "Frisco"
thing has nothing to do with my oupporting L.As over S.F. It i1s a combi-
nation of things, such as the fact that I'm more acquainted with L.A. fen
than I am with S.F. fen. As you know I'm a former member of both GGFS and
the Little Men and as such, should, I suprose, suvport the BArea but exccot
for you and Joe Gibson I know little, if anything about Bay Area fans.
Perhaps, if SF had announced itsclf as a posaible consite earlier I'd be
all for it but you waited too long. I committed myself to L.a. two yeers
HEO. .#I once heard that you don't call it Frisco because that was & term
used only by the lesa literete but I doubt if that's the reason, I dunno
what the reason is. # Egad, i3 Herb Caocn still at it ovt there? RTJ

STAN 'JOOLSTON Onc thing in fsvor of DYNATRON as a communicative fanzine
128352 JESTLAKE ST., (in comparison with TARHOON) is its size; imagine a convercaw'
GARDEN GRCVE, CALIF, tion as long as a JARFOON to comment on each ish, for the com-
pletist letterhack. Fortunetely, I've no comnletist tendencies
when it comes to writing letters, so JARHOON is fine with me—but so is DYIlATRCN.

You should move to Sunny California if you hate bright and sunny mornings—or
days, for that mettoer; about threce weeks ago (I think) we had a day with sun:hine
all daylight through., Since then, with maybe one day's exception, it's been foghorn
weather. Oome! California needs you! ¢Ha! You sound like my fellow CAPAns. But I
don't need-California. , RT{ ~

The Sneary item will probably inspire comments like mad. Cn reading up to the
rhinoceros skull I can see any commento might be mad. It reminds me of a fan's house
with assorted intcrests reoresented, from old vianos, old books, a gasmasked loving
cup, ctc. If a TV play were done by fandom's filmmekers they could probably find
enough props in various "dens" to meke up a most convincing and curious curiosity
shop, : ;
Aa I've been from geveral towns dubbed "hick" by some big~city shyaters, I'm not
ready to believe any of Deckinger's Discon report. Perhaps at one time towns were
hick; now they have TV and can probably out-shyster Deckinger any day of the week.

TV is the great leveler (next to a manure spreader).

{Z3T CT TYE SUN: lfost if not all of us have ancestors who were cannibals, and
mentelly most humeéna have cennibal tastes (desire to overcome others and absorb their
initiave). I'aybe I should say I equate slavery and control of others with the can—
nibal idee to a degree. As described by Tom Armistead, this book reminds me of Swift
but as I rcmember reading it I think it doean't have Swift's deep insights.

laybe a Committee of Zlder Fen could be formed to subtly see that any tendency
towards a new influx of prozines is discouraged. ‘e could have a whole series of
committees. Maybe a pai committee for if the minds of the people concerned are as
week aa suggested by the propubber who didn't know SFzines exist, we could use witch—
doctor techniques on them. Actually, though, I think there is room for some good
zines—asay & renewed T!S or STARTLING, and an UNKNOJN and maybe one like FAI CUS FiaN-
TASTIC I'YSTERIES that reprints from booka. 4 mild growth could inspire writers to
work harder at it. It is the wild growth that might do herm.

#stan, there's no conparing DYNATRCON with JARECCN, ARHCON is en out-

standing nublication--as evidenced by the fect thet it won the Hugo--while

DYIATRCN is, well, an average-tyre fanzine at the moot. I can't match

Bergeron's effort and I don't intend to try. There's a difference in con—

cent involved for one thing. DYNATRCN is a meuns for me to keep in touch

with a lot of good people that I don't have the time to write to indivi-

V)



{CCLSTON, con'td.

‘Ehally and, as such, I don't feel it ia necessary for me to expound deep
and serious thoughts each time it apvears. Dick points to my column in
DYNATRCN #12 as a prime example of putting words on peper and not saying
anything. Guilty, your honor, of committing the offenge then, in the
vast and, quite probably, in the future. Dick, one pvresumes, looks on fan-
dom us & group banded together for the purpoge of communicating with each
other concerning matters of serious import. My view is somewhat different.
I think Dick tekes the matter of fandom and fenzines too seriously. RTY

@RED GOTTSC"ALX I agrec with Gary Labowitz thet Yngvi is not a louve, Howsvar,
8716 SULYY Livgm my belief that Yngvi is not a louse i~ unntable, By the time I
RCCKVILLE, MD. finish this I will have probably convinced mpself thet Yngvi is 2

louse. At lemst I don't stert off nrejudiced. But I don't egree
thet Gary's broff i: valid.

The men's name is Yngve, with an "e”. Altho I've not reneerched this I did read
thet ish of SCIE TIFIC AI'EZRICAN and noticed the information ebout Dr. Yngve. Thus the
Lebowitz committee ia merningless :ince there is no evidonce thet he changed his
neme to Yngvi with en "i". If there were to be any meaning in referasnce tn this ner-
son, which I doubt it does, and if his neme was Yngvi, which I doubt, the nrme of ;
the committec should be "Yngvi wes not & louse commitiee or "Yngve i3 not e louse com-
mittee", If you follow me. JYou lost me on the P st e Lo RIS,

Gary hoa nresented asome doubtful evidence thzt one Yngve exista but thers is no nrocf
that Yngve is Yngvi or thot he or either isa not & louaec,
¥

SCRDCN ZFLUND Your orectice of reviewing fanzines hither end yon through-
14612 18TH &V, S out the contents of the megezine i one of thoce irksoms
SEATTLE 66, I[4a3“INGTCN. little practices, which,whiie ell being very minor in them-

selves, have done much to turn me off DY.IATRCN. ‘hy cen’t
you run ell the fanzine reviews all in one little place of their very own? ¥Because I
use them as fillers. RTY

I liked Sneesry's reverint, if an erticle from s fanzine with a circuletion of five
can be conzidered a rerrint. Good 3tuff, like, but en with most of DYiVATRC.'s stuff
not too deep——but I don't sunpose thet's really a criticism, considering mo-t "deep"
stuff in fanzines.

I feel rather out of nlesce eround here, if newfon's are suvpno-ed to heve e snece
of wonder and be all enthusiastic. Geds, I'm & newfen and I'm not enthusiastic.

You really ought to have expleined to Betty Fujewe thet, if Lincoln were eslive
todey, he mont certainly would be » Democrat. Or would that hove been to arparcnt as
beitine. lell, anyway, I've got the line: "abe, you Democret infidel," to remember
this scene by.

Your layout and illustrationn are horrid.

f1 grant thet meterial in DYWATRCN i not deev, but Just out of curiosity,

whzt do you consider "dsen"? # If Lincoln were elive today he'd be too old

to wix in volitics of any kind. You might consider him e Democrat but I

conalder him overreted., # Heving seen BRAI'BLE, I'm much emused et your

comments on DY'aTROM's crtwork end layout. RT.J

JACK SPEER I waa holding my breath a long time for the end of the long var-
160 TASHINGTON SE, enthesais in your editorial, but by golly, you hadn't forgotten,
ALBUNUERQUE, N.NM, end you finally closed it,
But of course Stranger in a Strange Lend i3 s~f. I don't

know why veople have 150 much trouble defining acience-fiction. Science~fiction 15 a
branch of fentasy fiction. Fantaoy fiction 15 any fiction that is nct mundene. (l'un~
dene fiction i fiction which we know could hanren). Science~fiction is fantaay fic-
tion which meybe could hovnen or moybe couldn't hannen, we don't know. (Pure fantaay
we know couldn't,)

And to be aure, Advise end Conasent is a~f. So is Faill-Sefe, So is Seven Deys In
Vay. It doean't heve to involve any inventions beyond those of the nresent dey. The

-————
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fact thet 1t is get in the future, to give the author more room, is enough. thy
does belng in the future make it maybe-could maybe~couldn't? Because there mey not
be eny future for the humen rece.

Or to attack 1t from the intensicnel directiont any story definitely set in
the future rather then the present calls for an exerciase of imeginetion beyond tha+t
ordinarily demanded by mundane fiction. A proof of +his is the old ledy in the
Snogualmle discussion group who, when I suggested Advise and Consent took plece
around 1965 (?), thought I said 1865. She just couldn't conceive of a story taking
plece in the future. Do you know of eny story previous to fells and 3ellamy thet
weg placed in the future? Think how long it took even for s—f writers to get into
the habit of placing their stories in the future,

By the way, I queastion the statement that historicelly s—f grew cut of the broad
field of fantasy, Seems to me it grew rather out of down-to—earth mundane fictlon—
or nonflction. Gulliver's Travelo was inanired by accounts of more or less true
voyages, not by folk tales about little folk. et

There in no longer e mutuel excluslon between 3tf and mainstreem. Mainotrean
literature has been fentasized to a conniderable extent. This doeasn't make stf any
leas atf.

B11l Plott: Of course the coiner of "fenzine" knew he was borrowing the tech-
nique of Lewis Carroll. Louia Russell Cheuvenet wes and is e gentlemen of wide cul-
tural attainments. The immediate conduit of this wordmaking vractice into fandom is
Uncle Hugo, but I daresey not cne fan in ten is ignorant of Carroll and the poriman-
teau word. Bill might do well to look up the word "genre" before he again uses it
&s a synonym for fandom; and then, a3 recommended by damon knight, not use it at all,

The Shea-tyve story Harry Warner waso trying to think of was The Undesired

Brinclessl
vy

CHANGE OF ADLCRESS DEPARTIENT or SO YOU THINK IAYBE THIS IS A NEWSZINE?
Charles & Jane lells, 20C Atlea, Apt #1, Durhem, North Cerolina

Hommm.  I've cloned out the lettercol ond suddenly find a counle of letterc left.
Owell, I've 1till some srace left to fill so let's get on with it. Here's good old
Bob Smith of the Sydney Smiths, lete of London, and & aervant o' Her Iejesty.

SGT SI'ITH, ROBERT F, Say, you heard th:t new record fNo., RTJ with the cetchy (to
E COMAID AITIITIES, me, anywey) tune that goes "7hat Ever Veppened to Baby Jane?"

VICTCRIA BARRACKS, ‘lell, I heve this real keen varistion: what ever haorened
SR A0S HR to Roy Tackett?-—or better yet, what evar hznvened to Bob
AUSTRALIA Smith, eh? It's quite noa:ible I owe you a letter because

I'm way behind on just about every fennish level. JYar, and
it is quite pigsible that I owe you e letter becouse T'm way behind on ju-t about
every fannish level. RTY{

'Sfunny...%d Crx never doodled onvthing in my cony...I filled that anece in but
it's pretty crummy.

I used to have a whole swag of Doubleday booka; collected most of them in Jenan
via Charles E. Tuttle's publishing firm, but some I found on local shelves. I re-
call I was always crotching at their uncut edges, esvecially my cony of "Cne In Three
“undred", whrich was particularly bad. Are they any better these drys? JThe edges or
the odds? RTY

Aw, surely the science fiction oroduced in the 19503 wasn't all that bad, Roy!
You can't just dismics: the 50s like that; individual yarns mu3t be examined, and I
could teke un the rext of thia letter listing the fine yarns. #Name two. RT{

Sydney in '657 You're kidding, of course? I don't meesn by thet tet its un-
thinkeble to even con-ider any other place but dear old Blighty for 1965, but its
equally unthinkable to coniider the verious tiny factions in auctrelien sf fandom,
wost of whom don't even sne=ak to eech other!, coming together for a convention. In
fect, the thot is so mind-croggling that I'll heve to ju:t ait here for e few minutes
and Sbnteﬁplate | N GIAOLIGNE ) 8 19 1
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SEEITHE con'ddy

I'ike's conrep wags awfully frustrating, but then it wag only his view. An earlier
one he did for Baxter's BUNYIP wags the same.

Plott's "Fanapeek 19847" was intereoting, but I disegree with his suggestion that
fandom's particular range of portmanteeu words are clang. I think the majority of
them are, simply, portmenteau words, telescope-words, amelgams, etc. Moat of the
“lang words thet Bill used in the LoO arrived during the early days of the Americen
'New Nation" eround the beginning of the 19th Century, and some of them had a very
brief stay indeed.

#iell, why not Sydney in '657 There's talk--dunno how serious—of bringing Tuck
over for the '64 con so he could put in the bid for Aussie. My Inglio readers will
probably be dispatching vest engines of destruction in this direction but I think that
having cities at the opposite ends of the Kerth, so to sneak, bidding for the con
would meke it quite interesting. Yes. RT%'

JCHN BAKXTER ihatever havpened to John Baxter? §This sounds like Smith's
BCX 39, letter. RT{ Ah, now there's & story thet will meke your heir
KING STREET P.C. curl. A great deal has pasned in the life of scribe JB since
SYDNEY, NeS.4. last he graced the green pages of your noble fanzine. For one
AUSTRALIA thing, on the lst September '62, he got merried. There was

much rejoicing end cerousing and quaffing of amber fluid, not
to mention gome susniciously smoky liquid in a square bottle. Bob Swith became em-
barassingly inebrieted and chased the bride's sister down the hallway. All in ell it
wes quite an event.

After all this brouhaha, the bride and groom caught the midnight exrress and trav-
clled 60C miles to Ielbourne. Cnce there, we shacked up with Lee Harding, ex-fan and
budding pro, end his wife, and proceeded to talk about the state of science fiction
into the wee smell hours. At leact Lee and I did...our wives listened for & while &nd
then retired to the bedroom and played penny poker and read Rebelais. A4fter a few
weeks of this, we came home, leeving the Hardings'lementing. Once home, John Baxter
settled down and wrote a story. Ted Carnell bought it for INE/ '/CRLDS. Fe wrote an—
other. Ted bought that, too. Then Lee Yarding suggested he collaborate with him on
a novel. They did. It was melled yesterdey, so keep your fingers crossed.

Other than these highlights, there has been a regular fusilade of small explosions.
John Bexter found Ron Smith, prominent New York BWF and ex—editor of INSIDE who was
lost in the wilds of rugged Australia. Great was the rejoicing when these two per-
sonages met, end out of their joy plans for e fenzine were born. It mey take a while
but something should be forthcoming soon.

You may be right in expecting e new boom in sf——things in the 3Snglish-centered
part of the world are definitely rcinting that way. The difference in this boom will
be that the growth will come fror .utside the field. It'll be a cese of outside pub-
lishers and writers moving in rather than established writers and publishers expanding
to meet a larger demand. An example-—during the last six months, about & dozen new
hardcover sf novelas have been published in England, all of them by writers without
orevious experience of science-fiction. This is not to sey they are duds, on the con-
irary, they are for the most part excellent pieces of work, showing e freshneasof ap-
proach and a fleir for reelly original thinking. Better still, the writing is well up
to contemvorary critical atendards, which is more than.cne can say even for Heinlein,
The man worth wetching is Anthony Burgess, a novelist who hes built up an enviable
reoutation as a writer about the East. His first essay into sf, A CLOCK/OGK < RAIGE is
the sort of book thet fans should enjoy—-it's the story of juvenile delinquency and
its oreventlon in the future, told through the eyes of a jd, and related in the slang
of the day. That's on the surface——I'd guess that Burgess wes trying for a reesonable
anrlication of Joyce's FLIIMEGAI™'3 [AKI lenguasge experiments and a method of present ing
the strongly rythmic Joyce structure in a way that would be intelligible to the aver-
age bright reader. Fowever you look et it, it's a great plece of sf. WVHiz gsecond ?
science fiction novel, T2 WANTI G 3EED, is more—or-less the homosexusl gociety of
Beaumont's TMI CROCKZID AN blown up and worked uvon in & wey most sf suthors would
find totally impossible. It's currently a runaway best seller in Britain and, what's
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BAXTER, cont'd.
more important, & critical success as well. If either of these are released in Ameri-
ca, I suggest you try to read them. They rut the best contemporary sf in the shade.
Also vworthwhile is Nicholes lonsarret's THT TIME BEFCRE TWIS, Huxley's ISLAIND, Dan-
ver's TYI END CF IT ALL—-you'd be aurprised just how far the invasion hes gone. Hold
onto your hats boys, it's just about time for the half-gods to go.

#Thet was the trouble with the last otf boom—-too many outsiders, who had

no concevotion of ocience-fiction, started writing it. I'm not oaying that

the field should be closed and only established stf writers permitted to

practice the art--we'd soon run out of writers——but I do think thet writers

without experience in stf should study the field before they ettempt it.

Note, plezse, thet I'm talking about acience~fiction, not social essays

set in the future. Your descrintion of 4 CLCCK/CRK CRANGE does not cause

any greet deaire to read it to stir within me. It is, I suspect, the sort

of story (?), all filled witbh messages and gocial commentery, that bores

me. ‘'Thatever it is it ain't stf. Not my brend, anyway. Now, then, where

did I vut that copy of GALACTIC TATRCL? RTj}

ne

In the next iassue: JomBaxter'as SF QUIZ, an article by Jack Sneer, fiction by Mike
Deckinger and Tadashi Teka and who knows what else?
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